OTTAWA DECLARATION

(Adopted unanimously by participants in the Conference for the Promotion of Relations between UNESCO and Parliamentarians, Ottawa, Canada 13-14 June 2003)

We, the participants in the Conference for the Promotion of Relations between UNESCO and Parliamentarians – parliamentarians, representatives of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), regional parliamentary associations, Leagues of Parliamentary Friends of UNESCO and National Commissions – organized in Ottawa, Canada, on the 13th and 14th June 2003 at the joint invitation of the Government of Canada and UNESCO:

1. Having examined UNESCO’s programme priorities and the objectives set out in its Medium-Term Strategy for 2002-2007 attached as Annex I.

2. Recognizing their profound convergence with the agenda pursued by parliamentarians, and underscoring the usefulness for UNESCO to pursue its efforts to instill a parliamentary dimension in all of its programmes.

3. Considering the increasing severity of the social and ethical challenges facing the global community, and the clear benefits of co-operation between UNESCO and the world’s Parliaments to find solutions.

4. Recalling the role of Parliaments and their members as principal repositories of democratic legitimacy.

5. Taking into account the specific needs of parliamentarians in the exercise of their functions in a context of growing complexity and of the resulting challenges, which they face in formulating policies.

6. Having examined examples of UNESCO’s work in such areas as education for all, the promotion of pluralism, intercultural dialogue and the recognition of cultural diversity, water and ecosystems, ethics of science and technology, especially bioethics, and the challenges of the emerging knowledge society.

7. Conscious of the need for a sustained and continued dialogue among parliamentarians, their associations, and UNESCO, in particular as it relates to the formulation of evidence-based policy, and UNESCO’s current efforts at reaching consensus on innovative approaches in all its fields of endeavour.

8. Welcoming UNESCO’s recognition of Parliaments and their members as key partners in its action and taking note of its stated goal of further expanding its cooperation with them with respect to the various aspects of UNESCO’s mandate and activities, as underscored in its Medium-Term Strategy for 2002-2007, para. 37.

9. Observing the growing convergence between the goals of UNESCO and those of the IPU.

10. Taking note of the significance of the Agreement of Cooperation between UNESCO and the Inter-Parliamentary Union, signed in 1997 to promote closer collaboration between these Organizations, and of the IPU’s status as an official observer at the United Nations, representing the world’s parliaments.

11. Further noting the IPU Governing Council’s commitment (12 April 2003) to establish a network of focal points in parliaments for matters relating to UNESCO.

12. Expressing satisfaction with the growing cooperation between parliamentarians and the United Nations and its specialized organizations, as reflected in the IPU Declaration of Marrakech (27 March 2002) and in the Doha Declaration of 18 February 2003, and in dedicated initiatives taken at the regional level by parliamentary associations such as the member Parliaments of the Latin American Parliament (PARLATINO, São Paulo, 5-6 November 2002), the Forum of African Parliamentarians for Education (FAPED, Dar es Salaam, 27 November–2 December 2002), and the meeting on “Science Technology and Innovation Policy: Parliamentary Perspective” by the Parliament of Finland, together with UNESCO and ISESCO (Helsinki, 13‑14 January 2003).

13. Acknowledging the role to be played by the principal actors involved in this co-operation at all levels – IPU, regional parliamentary associations, Leagues of Parliamentary Friends of UNESCO and others – and emphasizing the necessity to achieve the best possible synergy between them.

14. Emphasizing the need in this respect to ensure a fruitful dialogue and adequate exchange of information between UNESCO and parliamentarians, using the full potential of National Commissions for UNESCO in close cooperation with UNESCO’s Field network.

15. Appreciating the joint initiative by the Government of Canada and UNESCO to convene the Ottawa Conference for the Promotion of Relations between UNESCO and Parliamentarians:

16. Invite the Director-General of UNESCO to further support the promotion of dialogue and co-operation with parliamentarians and parliamentary associations, including regional interparliamentary associations, in particular through the IPU’s network of focal points to be launched at the 32nd session of the General Conference of UNESCO in September-October 2003.

17. Invite also the Director-General to further develop, in close collaboration with the IPU and other relevant partners, the strategy of co-operation between UNESCO and parliamentarians, notably through:
i) contributing to the efforts aiming at a joint strategy of the United Nations system for relations with parliamentarians;

ii) mapping the context of UNESCO’s relations with parliamentarians;

iii) specifying the services that UNESCO and its National Commissions could render to Parliaments and their members.

18. Insist on the need to ensure adequate capacity-building in this area for the UNESCO actors involved (staff including the Field network, National Commissions and civil society partners of the Organization) so that the principles and practices of co-operation will be thoroughly understood.

19. Invite National Commissions for UNESCO, in accordance with their statutory role, to develop sustained relations with Parliaments and their members and to develop with them relevant initiatives at the national, regional and international levels.

20. Encourage national Parliaments and their members to work closely with their National Commissions in the development of a dialogue on issues and challenges in UNESCO’s fields of activity.

21. Recommend that the discussion on this topic should be continued in suitable fora particularly with a view to devising appropriate modalities for practical co-operation, and that periodic reports be made to UNESCO’s governing bodies.

22. Adopt the present document, to be known as the Ottawa Declaration, this day, 
14 June 2003 at Ottawa, Canada.
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